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his effective and loyal service, and valued
friendship.

Jack has served on the Committee—and its
predecessor, the Committee on Public Works
and Transportation—since 1993, initially as
the Staff Director of our Investigations and
Oversight Subcommittee, and more recently
as the Democratic Staff Director in charge of
railroad issues on our Ground Transportation
Subcommittee. As our resident expert on rail
issues, Jack has been indispensable to me
and all of the Members on our side of the
aisle, advising us on rail safety, mergers and
competition issues, and ensuring the survival
of Amtrak’s fair treatment of employees, and
the development of high speed rail. Jack has
the rare ability to explore problems in great
depth, while never losing sight of the over-
riding basic issues involved. His briefing
memos were models of outstanding staff work.

In the 104th Congress, Jack worked on the
Interstate Commerce Commission Termination
Act of 1995, which abolished the ICC, and the
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Amend-
ments Act of 1996, which increased daily un-
employment benefits for railroad workers. In
the 105th Congress, he worked on the AM-
TRAK Reform and Accountability Act of 1997
and the rail title of the Transportation Equity
Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21). During his
tenure, he drafted several bills dealing with
railroad safety, labor and competition.

Jack Wells, a native of Wilmington, Dela-
ware, received his Bachelors Degree from
Harvard and Ph.D. in Economics from Yale
University. He originally came to the Com-
mittee from the United States General Ac-
counting Office where he was the Assistant
Director for Surface Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Issues. His expertise and reporting at
GAO involved overall transportation policy,
trucking competition and deregulation issues,
antitrust and science technology policy, and
general economics issues.

Of direct interest to our Committee, Jack did
a lot of the leading studies and analysis on
airline deregulation and airline HUB issues.
GAO routinely recognized Jack’s abilities with
meritorious service and outstanding perform-
ance awards. | remember reviewing Jack’s
résumé which covered six pages—he did in-
deed need that much room just to get every-
thing in—and being truly impressed with the
multitude of official reports and publications
Jack produced—extraordinary diversity that
made him a perfect candidate to head up the
Committee’s investigations and oversight ac-
tivities. Also, he has a wide range of teaching
experience at the graduate and undergraduate
levels.

While carrying out his heavy congressional
workload, Jack has also been actively involved
in his community as a PTA treasurer, and a
member of the Victorian Lyric Opera Com-
pany, and has supported his daughters’ ath-
letic activities. Jack has such a breadth of ex-
perience that the label “Jack-of-all-trades”
aptly applies.

| join with Jack’'s many friends in wishing
him, his lovely wife Heidi Hartman, and daugh-
ters Katharine, Laura and Jessica, all the best.
Jack, Godspeed and success in your career
pursuits.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to recognize the 1999 Penrose
Citizen of the Year, Mr. Gary Schenck.

Gary received this honor from the Penrose
Chamber of Commerce because of the many
things he has done to improve his community.
He always presents a very positive picture of
Penrose. He volunteered hundreds of hours at
the Chamber of Commerce since 1996. He is
also very active with the Penrose Community
Library and the Fremont Contractors Associa-
tion. In addition, he has assisted in fund rais-
ing for the Penrose Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Gary has recently held free classes for
senior citizens who want to learn about the
Internet.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | offer this
tribute of thanks and congratulations to Mr.
Gary Schenck. The community of Penrose is
better because of him.

———

ANDY PAPPAS, ONE OF
ALTOONA’S GREATEST ASSETS

HON. BUD SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 14, 2000

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
sadness that | rise today to pay tribute to a
dear friend and fellow public servant, Mr.
Andronic Pappas. Andy passed away last Fri-
day at the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center in New York City, following a brief ill-
ness.

Andy was born in Altoona, PA, and to the
betterment of central Pennsylvania he never
left. Instead, Andy through his love of his
hometown community made Altoona a better
place to live, work, and raise a family. He
graduated from Altoona High School, served
his country during the Korean conflict, and
later served as mayor and elected councilman
of Altoona, but this is only the beginning of
Andy’s contribution to our community. He went
on to serve as Democratic Committee Chair-
man, Chairman of the Altoona City Authority,
Regional Director for the State Department of
Commerce, President of the Blairmont Country
Club, President of the Blair County Arts Foun-
dation, and President of the Wehnwood PTA,
to name a few. In his spare time he managed
to earn a bachelor of arts degree from Penn
State University, dabble in local theater, radio,
and television at the same time building a
highly successful real estate company.

Andy and | have worked hand-in-hand on
numerous projects throughout the Blair County
area and | had come to rely on his insight and
counsel regarding local interests. His dedica-
tion to the community has raised the bar on
what it means to serve the public. His lifelong
commitment to Altoona will not soon be forgot-
ten.

Anyone who knew Andy, knew of his great
love for his family, his wife Jographia, his two

1179

daughters Elena and Zoe, and his two
grandsons Michael and Stephen James. Mr.
Speaker, | will close by paying tribute to the
life of Mr. Andy Pappas, my friend, may he
rest in peace.

TRIBUTE TO DEXTER McCLEON
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Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Dexter McCleon of Meridian, MS.
Dexter was an integral part of the St. Louis
Rams’ road to victory in the 2000 Super Bowl.

While at the Meridian High School, Dexter
earned consensus All-American honors and
was selected as the Super Prep Dixie Player
of the Year. Like so many of the great athletes
in Mississippi, Dexter showed athletic prowess
on both the football field and the baseball dia-
mond. He amassed over 1,500 yards passing
and more than 500 yards passing while main-
taining a batting average of .395 with 11 home
runs and 56 runs batted in.

Dexter's persistence and determination led
him to the St. Louis Rams as the 40th selec-
tion of the 1997 draft. Dexter has quickly be-
come a cornerstone of one of the NFL's most
feared defensive backfields. As one of the
league’s great emerging cover corners,
Dexter's 1999 statistics read like those of
many NFL Hall of Fame inductees.

Dexter's hard work and dedication to pur-
pose reflect Mississippi’s record as one of the
premier proving grounds for high school ath-
letes. By continuing this dedication and work
ethic throughout his life, this young man will
succeed in all of his future endeavors.

| want to commend Dexter on his work as
one of the emerging professional football stars
from the State of Mississippi. | would also like
to commend Dexter for being a worthy ambas-
sador for our great State. It is my distinct
pleasure to be able to congratulate Dexter on
his Super Bowl victory.

———

HONORING MRS. MARILYN LANCE,
NEW YORK STATE TEACHER OF
THE YEAR

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 14, 2000

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor New York State’s Teacher of the Year,
Mrs. Marilyn Lance of East Greenbush, New
York. Mrs. Lance surpassed nearly sixty other
candidates to win the highly coveted award,
which is affiliated with the national Teacher of
the Year program. Mrs. Lance is the first Cap-
itol Region teacher to win the award in twenty
four years.

Marilyn Lance has dedicated the last 27
years to upholding the hopes and dreams of
hundreds of children in the Averill Park Central
School District. Optimism and positive vibes
permeate from her classroom. She believes
every child can achieve and provide the spark
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